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PLANS NATIONAL INVENTORY 


A’ INVENTORY OF all known local, state, 

and national activities for the preven- 
tion of home accidents is being planned by 
a committee of the Home Safety Conference. 


At the annual meeting, October 19, the 
Home Safety Conference directed the chair- 
man to appoint a committee to study the 
awards program, and “it was moved and 
éarried that the committee be empowered 
to act upon its recommendations.” 


The Committee 


Conference Chairman Donald E. Mumford 
appointed the following committee: 

Dr. Walter Cutter, assistant director, cen- 
ter for safety education, division of general 
education, New York University, is chair- 
man. Other members are Howard Ennes, 
director, bureau of public health, The Equi- 
table Life Assurance Society of the United 
States; Miss Elizabeth Kasey, home safety 
consultant, Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company; Ralph Longaker, home accident 
prevention activities, Public Health Service; 
C. George Segeler, engineer of utilization, 
American Gas Association; and Miss Mary 
M. Weeks, health and safety adviser, Girl 
Scouts of the U.S.A. 

This committee met in New York Decem- 
ber 14. The following met with the com- 
mittee: Donald E. Mumford, chairman, 
Home Safety Conference; Thomas Fansler, 


secretary, Home Safety Conference; and 
Ralph Kuhli, NSC staff representative. 


Program Information Wanted 


The committee decided to ask all organi- 
zations doing anything for home safety dur- 
ing the program year from June 1, 1954, 


through June 30, 1955, to save an extra copy 
of program materials: announcements and 
programs of meetings, minutes of meetings, 
letters describing activity, newspaper clip- 
pings about activity, radio and TV scripts, 
photographs, leaflets reproduced, and so on. 


Organizations are to be requested to keep 
a file or loose-leaf notebook of materials and 
information concerning their home safety 
activities. A program summary blank will 
be provided as a standard inventory form 
to be completed and mailed to the Council 
office early in July of 1955. 


Each organization sending in such a pro- 
gram summary will help to promote more 
effective home safety programs in three 
ways: 

1. The activities of each organization will 
be summarized by city and state in a book- 
let entitled, “National Home Safety Inven- 
tory, 1955.” National distribution of this 
vital digest of program material will benefit 
all those working in the field of home safety. 

2. Each program summary will be con- 
sidered for publication as an article in ap- 
propriate national periodicals. 

3. A special committee of the Home 
Safety Conference will review these descrip- 
tions of programs for possible consideration 
of Merit Awards. 

The committee decided to continue the 
Merit Award program as a non-competitive 
recognition of exceptional public service. It 
is expected that the National Home Safety 
Inventory will provide more and even better 
program summaries from which to select 
award winners. 

Community and state collections of pro- 
gram summaries for the Inventory are ex- 
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OME ACCIDENT patterns are somewhat like 

an iceberg. The top part of it—the fatal 
accidents—we can see. But the submerged 
part of it—the injuries—what of them? For 
instance, what kind of an injury accident 
pattern exists in a community that has 18 
fatal accidents in a given period? 

The Richmond Area Safety Council has 
attempted to answer this question. To do 
this Strother Smith, chairman, committee for 
home safety, asked Dr. Isa Grant, chief, ma- 
ternal and child health of the city health 
department, to make a study of the inci- 
dence of home accidental injuries in Rich- 
mond, Va. With the assistance of Miss Sarah 
Shanks, chief of public health statistics, a 
pilot survey of accidents treated in the emer- 
gency rooms of Medical College of Virginia 
and St. Philip Hospital was conducted. 
These two are generally accepted to be the 
emergency rooms that receive the major 
share of accidents in the city. 


According to a report from the safety 
council a total of 906 accidents, all places, 
were recorded. The following table shows 
the place of accident: 


ge See eee ne ee en 370 
Pedestrian traffic.......... 26 
Passenger traffic .......... 127 
Bicycle and motorcycle.... 44 
an ons CSET eal 128 
Recreation areas .......... 42 
rere 74 
oe hi Saino yin telacele 3 
eros 92 
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Almost half of all injuries stated as to 
place occurred in the home. Passenger and 
pedestrian traffic combined accounted for 
about 1/5. The addition of bicycle accidents 
to this group would make it about 1/4. The 
home was the place for nearly three times 
as many injuries as industry. This implies @® 
that home accidents are more of a problem 
in Richmond than is generally believed. 

Approximately a third of the classified 
accidents were falls. Cuts and abrasions 
were next with about 1/5 of the total. 


Although it was intended to use the 
month of July, 1953, for the survey, some 
records were not available and some days 
incomplete. So a period of about 24 days 
for Medical College of Virginia and 18 days 
for St. Philip Hospital was used. July 4th 
and 5th were omitted because the results 
obtained would give disproportionate rela- 
tionship of home to auto accidents. 


During this period there were 18 deaths 
from accidents of all types recorded in the ‘ 
city. Of these 9 were traffic and 9 nontraffic. 
There were no fatalities in the industrial 
group. 

The 906 accidents may represent only a 
small number of the total injuries occurring @® 
in the city as a whole. Again the iceberg! 
However, this does indicate that using mor- 
tality data alone does not begin to show the 
scope of the problem. 

The yearly totals for accident fatalities, 
1953, Richmond, Va., are: All accidents, 94; 
motor vehicle, 24; public non-motor-vehicle, 

13; home, 47; work, 10. 
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MOTHER WITH A MESSAGE 


(Reprinted courtesy of The Newark 


News, Newark, N. J.) 


OUNG MRS, JANICE Frano is a mother with 
a message. 

She advises parents to scrape off peeling 
paint and paint anew. Otherwise, a child 
may eat paint flakes like cookies; a dan- 
gerous diet. 


Mrs. Frano, wife of Theodore Frano of 
75 Baldwin St., a truck driver, knows where- 
of she speaks. For their 2-year-old daughter, 
Lorraine, is recovering in Babies Hospital 
here from a serious case of lead poisoning 
caused by eating paint chips. 

The mother attributes the cure to a new 
drug, calcium disodium versenate, produced 
by Riker Laboratories of Los Angeles. 

“It’s wonderful,” Mrs. Frano says. “It 
saved her life. We could see her getting 
better day by day.” 

This happy sequel came after a fortnight 
of fright and worry. The youngster, older 
of the Franos’ two girls, used to play around 
outside the home in which they rent eight 
rooms. The gray paint of the house, weath- 
ered and old, had begun to peel, and from 
time to time Mrs. Frano would make the 
child spit out flakes of paint which she had 
picked up and put in her mouth. 

Then, early in October, Lorraine became 
sick. She had an almost continual bilious 
attack, could retain practically nothing in 
her stomach and became weak and drawn. 
Mrs. Frano began a round of doctors’ offices. 
Three physicians, she says, were mystified 
by the ailment, and as Lorraine grew paler 
and weaker, she took her to the hospital. 

The child’s condition was officially listed 
as “critical” and when, two days after her 





Newark News Photo 
Lorraine Frano, 2-year-old daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Frano, 
recovers in Babies Hospital, New- 
ark, from lead 7 "y! contracted 


by eating paint fiakes. 


admission, her neck began to stiffen, the 
doctors put the youngster through a battery 
of tests which gave them the diagnosis, lead 
poisoning from eating paint. 

They had found these tell-tale lead poison- 
ing clues: From a spinal tap, a high protein 
count in spinal fluid; by X-ray, evidence of 
lead deposits in bones; in a blood count, 
proof of blood poisoning. 

It was then that the troubled mother re- 
called the child’s paint eating. 

“Now,” she says, “we’re going to scrape 
off every bit of peeling paint and put on 
new coats.” 

“I just wish,” she adds, “that I could stop 
when I see the many peeling places on 
houses around Newark, on fences and that 
sort of thing, and tell the people how aw- 
fully dangerous it is. I just wish I had the 
nerve.” 

(Ed. note: Do not reprint without permis- 
sion of The Newark News.) 





On the next two pages you will find a 1955 home safety cal- 
endar. Lift this calendar from this issue and tack it up on your 


bulletin board at home. We've left space on it for you to use 

to write reminder notes. We don't have space in this issue to 

print all twelve months. We are planning te print the last 
half-year calendar in the June issue. 
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1955 JANUARY 1955 FOR NOTES 
SUN. [MON. | TUE. | WED. | THU. | FRI. | SAT. 
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Me 
Clear off slip snares. . 


1955 MARCH = 1955 
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Don't reach for a fall. Move the ladder. 








1955 MAY 1955 
SUN. |MON.| TUE. | WED. | THU. | FRI. | SAT. 
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; — Check ~ 
Put poisons away. aes. doable ~ 
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Once a year—have furnace cleaned. 


1955 FEBRUARY 1955 a 
SUN. | MON. | TUE. | WED. | THU. | FRI. | SAT. 
1/ 2| 3| 4| 5 
@6 7| 8) 9|10/ 11/12 
13/14 15| 16} 17/18) 19 
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“Housekeep" the trip traps. _ 
1955 APRIL 1955 
SUN. |MON.| TUE. | WED. | THU. | FRI. | SAT. 
| | 1| 2 
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Lift with your legs. 
1955 JUNE 1955 
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WHAT'S YOUR 
ANSWER? 


“rT IS A SUMMER day and Mrs. Thompson 

is alone in the house bathing her 7- 
month old infant. Next to the bathinette 
there is a table on which she dries and 
dresses the child. The doorbell rings. What 
should she do? 

1. () Dry the baby, wrap him up in a 
blanket or large towel and place him on the 
table next to the bathinette. 

2. [) Place the baby in a sitting position 
in the bathinette, go to the door and ask the 
person to wait until she has finished. 

3. () Quickly dry the baby, wrap him 
up in a blanket or large towel and take him 
with her when she opens the door. 

1. [] Not answer the doorbell.” 

This is the first of 16 questions asked the 
members of the New Jersey Congress of 
Parents and Teachers last spring to test their 
knowledge of safety for the young child. 

Renee Zindwer, M.D., chief, bureau of 
maternal and child health, New Jersey State 
Department of Health, says, “Primarily it 
was an experiment in safety education on 
a large seale, but it also contained an ele- 
ment of fact-finding.” 

How was this done? 


\ questionnaire, of the multiple choice 
type, was distributed to a 10 per cent sample 
of the PTA membership throughout the en- 
tire State. The sample was determined by 
checking off every tenth person on each 
local membership list and amounted to 
about 30,000 people. 
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To prepare local PTA members for the 
survey, a live round table radio discussion 
on it (without revealing the contents of the 
questionnaire) was recorded and _ rebroad- 
cast over 17 stations. There was good news- 
paper publicity as well. 

Interviewers were appointed in each local 
PTA unit. These interviewers received care 
fully prepared directives for the usibuio 
and collection of the questionnaires. 

When the sinterviewers visited the persons 
to be surveyed, they stayed with them until 
the form was completed. This was done to 
make sure that no one else helped the “in- 
terviewee” fill the form out. 

The forms were distributed by sending 
them from the central office of the New 
Jersey Congress of Parents and Teachers 
via the county Council presidents through 
county contact persons to all local PTA 
units. The completed forms were collected 
by reverse process. It is estimated that, in- 
cluding interviewers and those interviewed, 
40,000 persons actively took part in_ this 
survey. 

About 25,000 questionnaires (approxi- 
mately 83 per cent of those distributed) 
were returned. Six counties had a return of 


more than 90 per cent; two of these returne 
98 per cent. 


The forms were sent in bulk to the Na- 
tional Safety Council for processing. As 
soon as processing is completed, the Home 
Sarety Review will publish results. 

All of the four possible answers to each 
of the questions were plausible, but only 
one was adequate. The others were unde- 
sirable and in some cases indicated over- 
protectiveness, punitiveness, or lack of 
recognition that a problem exists. 

The project did create interest. In fact, in 
many areas local PTA meetings have been 
held to discuss the questionnaire as well as 
child safety. 

Following the distribution and collection 
of the questionnaires an article was pub- 
lished in New Jersey Parent-Teacher, the 
monthly publication of the New Jersey Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers, giving the 
questions, the preferred answers, and reasons 
for the choice. 

The New Jersey State Department of 
Health offered a quiz to newspapers. This 
was a 16-week series with one question dis- 
cussed each week. Twenty-eight newspapers 
published it, thus bringing the educational 
aspects of the project to a much larger 
group than the PTA membership. 
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SAFE PRACTICES IN HOMEMAKING 


T= MODERN HOUSEWIFE, with her high 

standards of housekeeping and her social 
and civic responsibilities, would astound her 
hearty pioneer ancestors. She can’t afford 
the loss of time and money occasioned by 
accidents. And it’s a pleasant thought that 
the safe way of keeping house is also the 
easiest and most efficient way. 


"lf | ran my office the way you.. ." 


This is a frequent and infuriating remark 
of husbands, but there may be an idea here 
for your campaign. You can bring efficiency 
experts into your program. Organization 
might be the keynote of your campaign, and 
industrial or commercial time and motion 

xperts have sound ideas to offer on organi- 
@:::: of work and equipment to conserve 
the housewife’s time and energy, reduce fa- 
tigue, and thereby reduce accidents. Safety 
engineers, too, have ideas to contribute. 

Home economists from schools, home 
demonstration agencies, radio and TV sta- 
tions, and newspapers are old hands at 
organization and efficiency and will be glad 
to participate. A panel discussion with a 
home economist, an efficiency expert, and a 
housewife on application of industrial or- 
ganization and safety methods to the home 
would be intriguing to a club group or 
radio audience. 


Equipment and How to Use It 


To put across the idea of using correct 
equipment safely you can bring practically 
everyone into the program. 


n displays of equipment with a safety angle, 
storewindows, perhaps, that tell a story of 
safe and unsafe appliances, clothing, and 
practices. Perhaps merchants would like to 
sponsor exhibits for home economics class- 
rooms or clubs. 


* Contact local merchants and interest them 


Demonstrations and skits before club 
groups and on TV showing safe methods of 
cooking, laundry, cleaning, etc., are atten- 


JANUARY, 1955 


A Suggested Program for March 


tion-getters. Home economists, safety council 
members, or representatives of the retail 
merchants association or utilities company 
would cooperate. 

You might write and present your own 
skit, emphasizing all the wrong ways of 
doing housework — of lifting, using knives, 
inefficient and unsafe arrangement of equip- 
ment, carelessness. Dress your “leading lady” 
in high heels, apron with big bows, or long 
flowing robe with big sleeves. You can 
dream up any number of delightful little 
disasters for her. This skit can be amusing 
and every housewife will see something of 
herself in it. 

Clubs can sponsor contests for the best 
ideas for organizing housework, for safe 
practices, or for the best exhibit designed by 
a club, classroom, or merchant. This would 
encourage wide participation and also give 
material for publicity. 

The homemaking pages of newspapers and 
homemakers programs on radio and TV 
offer opportunities for publicizing your cam- 
paign and for putting across safety ideas. 

You might work up picture stories or in- 
teresting statistics for the newspapers. Arti- 
cles about national organizations that are 
working on safety problems in the home 
would be informative and newsworthy. A 
few such organizations are the American 
Gas Association, the Underwriters’ Labora- 
tories, the National Association of Home 
Builders, and the National Fire Protection 
Association. 


Material Available 


The National Safety Council has material 
that will be helpful: posters for display on 
bulletin boards; safety education data sheets 
on cutting implements, electric and non- 
electric household equipment, flammable 
liquids, floors in the home, workshops, cook- 
ing and gas, lifting and carrying; House 
Cleaning—By Plan by Myrtle Tolg; Safe at 
Home and Are You Safety Conscious? ; and 
many others. 





FILMS 


HOME HOMICIDE. 16 mm. black and white, 
7 min., TV/OK. Center for Mass Com- 
munication, Columbia University Press, 
1125 Amsterdam Ave., New York 25, N. Y. 
Availability basis: rental and sale. 


This film was reviewed and approved by 
the division of sanitation, Public Health 
Service, Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. Via cartoon animation, it dem- 
onstrates hazards and statistics and is de- 
signed as a discussion springboard. 


TOO YOUNG TO BURN. 16 mm., sound 
motion, color, 20 min., sponsored by Fed- 
eration of Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
panies. Available from Modern Talking 
Picture Service, 140 East Ontario St., Chi- 
cago 11, Ill. Availability basis: loan. 

The film shows how youngsters get burned 
at home and shows parents some methods 
for teaching children the danger of fire. 

Too Young to Burn, 12 page folder, by 
Harry F. Dietrich, M.D., is available from 
the Federation of Mutual Fire Insurance 
Companies, 20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago 
6, Til. 


This pamphlet is for general distribution 
or for distribution in connection with the 
showing of the film, and discusses these edu- 
cational methods. 


Magazine Article 


\ helpful and educational article on home 
safety appears in the January issue of 
Woman’s Day. The article is entitled, “How 
Many Danger Spots in Your House?” 

It shows a picture of an imaginary house 
with numerous hazards listed. It tells how 
to correct the hazards and also tells about 
the experiences of a writer who, with an 
expert, combed an actual suburban house 
for hazards. 


~~ 


PRODUCT: | .< 


A manufacturer has developed a flame 
retardant for materials and paper, which, the 
manufacturer states, offers dependable fire 
protection without changing the color, 
“hand” or tensile strength of most fabric 
and paper. It may be applied, according t 
the manufacturer, by cleaning firms, by pro- 
cessors of cloth and paper, by hotel, hospital 
or commercial laundries. The necessary 
methods of applying and drying are simple 
and can be adapted to either small or large- 
scale operations. 


TRANSACTIONS 


The School and College section of the 
Transactions of the 42nd National Safety 
Congress has been published. It contains 
presentations of the group meeting spon- 
sored by the joint committee of the Ameri- 
can Vocational Association-NSC: “House- 
keeping as It Applies to Home Safety,” 
Edith Ramsay; “Child Development in 
Safety,” Heyworth N. Sanford. Single copies, 
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(From page 1) 


pected to prepare the way for more local 
and state publicity for award winning pro- 
grams and thereby to encourage more effec- 
tive home safety activities. 


The Next Step 


Formal announcements of the National 
Home Safety Inventory will be printed and 
distributed as soon as possible. Meanwhile, 
it is appropriate to encourage all interested 
organizations to save an extra copy of all 
papers concerning their home safety ac- 
tivities. 


THE HOME SAFETY REVIEW is published monthly (except July and August) by the National 


Safety Council, 425 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, Ill. Printed in U 


.S.A. Price 13c per copy, 


subscription $1.15 per year. Material herein may be reprinted. 
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